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The birds of Col Lake, Uyuz Lake 
and Yaghoren Pool 

by Suhendan Karauz Kira� 

1. Area and geographic position

The study area is located west of the Ankara - Konya highway nearly 80 

kilometers south of Ankara and comprises a shallow salt lake (QOI Lake) and two 

fresh water lakes (Uyuz Lake and' Ya�hOren Pool). The area is characterized by 

typical salt plain and steppe characteristic of Inner Anatolia. 

The study area has been previously Identified as either "GOlbek Lake' or 

'Bezirhane Lake' by several investigators (e.g. DIJKSEN & WOLF 1987, DIJKSEN & 

BLOMERT 1988). However, this wetland is actually called 'QOI' by local people (cf. 

map). 

Qol Lake Is located on the plain between Karaca and Teke mountains (39.12'N, 

32'45'E) (cf. TQSV 1989). Uyuz Lake Is 2 km. away from the village of KOmi�ini and 

is located to the south-west of <;:01 Lake and is connected to the latter area by a 

primitive road. It is not possible to see QOI Lake from Uyuz Lake because of a hill 

between them. The small wetland west of <;:ol Lake is called 'YaQhoren Pool" by 

local people. 

2. General description of the area

Qol Lake, also known by local people as Altirn;:anak or Kuru�ol, is a shallow salt 

lake with an area of approx. 600 hectares and an altitude of 1050 m above sea 

level. The lake Is fed from the east and south ends by streams originating in the 

Karaca mountains. The volume of the lake expands during the autumn and winter 

seasons due to rain while In the summer part of the lake dries up. The maximum 
depth of the lake is 1 m. (TQSV 1989). 

There are lots of salt plains surroundings Qol Lake. They have a relatively poor 

flora with a low species diversity. Sa/icornia prostrata is one of the most 
characteristic and numerous species. 

<;:ol Lake is surrounded by four villages: <;:eltek, Golbek, Gokler and Altm�anak. 

Local people graze their cattle and sheep on the salt steppes around the lake and 



use the nearby fields for agriculture. Mainly wheat, barley, lentil and chickpea and 
secondarily sun-flower, corn and cumin agriculture are practiced in the study area. 

Uyuz Lake is approx. 1 km x 100-150 m. and is at an altitude of 1185 m. There is 
some Common Reed (Pharagmites australis), and Schoenop/ectus sp. is also 
found. The reeds are nearly 4 m high. The bottom of the lake is solid and its depth 
does not exceed 1.6 m. 

At the beginning of the 1970's the water level of Uyuz Lake was very high and 
the surface area very large. Between 1974-1976, the lake dried up. The lake is fed 
by a small underground water source at its south end. The water level of the lake 
rises following the autumn and winter rains. The lake is surrounded by agricultural 
fields except for a narrow meadow strip around it (cl. map). 

Normally, the lake is frozen in winter. It thus may play an important role for 
wintering waterfowl only in mild winters. 

Yaghoren Pool is approx. 700 m. x 300 m. and is at an altitude of 1070 m. It is 
shallow with some reeds. A large portion of the wetland dries up in summer leaving 
only reed beds some of which consist of Typha sp. This wetland was larger before 
1990. However, the General Directorate of Village Services (Koy Hizmetleri Genel 
MudurlugO) has dig a channel which should drain the lake during high water level 
when nearby agricultural fields are inundated. After protests of farmers from 
Bal91khlsar (southwest of GOlbek) who did not want the drainage channels passing 
through their fields, the project was partly cancelled and at present, there are half 
opened drainage channels around YagliOren Pool. 

3. Ornithological Importance of the area

The area is of considerable importance for birds particularly for those which 
breed and visit during spring and early summer. The total number of bird species 
observed in the study area by the author and other birdwatchers is 133. An 
inventory of the Turkish wetlands (TQSV 1989) listed Ruddy Shelduck (Tadorna 
ferruginea), Avocet (Recurvlrostra avocetta), Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus 
himantopus), and Black-bellied Sandgrouse (Pterocles orientalis) among the 
breeding birds. The area is an important resting place for waders and waterfowl in 
spring and autumn. TQSV (1989) mentioned 2000-3000 White-fronted Geese 
(Anser a/bifrons), Shelduck (Tadoma tadorna), Ruddy Shelduck (T. ferruginea), 
Teal (Anas crecca), Pintail (A. acuta), Mallard (A. platyrhynchos), Lapwing 
( Vanellus vanellus), and waders. 

The most important breeding species is the White-headed Duck ( Oxyura 
Jeucocephala). Courtship of two pairs has been observed and most probably 5-10 
pairs breed at Uyuz Lake. Other breeding species Include Little Grebe 
(Tachybaptus ruflcollis) (10 pairs), Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis) (at 
least 12 pairs, probably at least 20-30 pairs), Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) (two 
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pairs), Pochard (Aythya ferina) (two pairs), Ferruginous Duck (Aythya nyroca) 

(three pairs), Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumann,) (11 pairs), Coot (Fu/ica atra) (at 
least 10 pairs), Lapwing (at least 2 pairs), Black-winged Stilt (Himantopus 

himantopus) (at least two pairs), Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) (at least 
one pair), Great Reed Warbler (Acrocepha/us arundinaceus), and Black-headed 

Wagtail (Motacilla flava fe/degg). 
Since the wetlands are small and a portion of them dries up in summer, only a 

few species of wader can use the area for feeding in summer. For example, most 
wader species left the region In the mid-summer of 1991 and only Black-winged 
Stilts and Kentish Plovers remained after that period. Black-winged Stilts, 
Redshanks and Lapwings were seen feeding or resting on Uyuz Lake and 
Ya�horen Pool. However, their preferred habitats are around QOI Lake and they 
move only after disturbance there. Greater Flamingo (Phoenicopterus rubel"J and 
Avocet leave the area in the summer. In 1993, <;:ol Lake did not dry up due to much 
rain. Therefore Flamingoes did not leave the area and were observed by July. 

<;:ol and Uyuz lakes are used by certain waders as feeding and breeding ground 
during spring migration and in summer. According to the observations made some 
passage visitor species are as follows; White Stork (Clconla ciconla) (max. 471), 
Greater Flamingo (Phoenlcopterus rubel"J (max. 5500), White-fronted Goose (Anser 

albifrons) (max. 14,000), Ruff (Philomachus pugnax, (max. 203), Avocet 
(Recurvirostra avosetta) (max. 131) and Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus). 

White-headed Duck, for which courtship and an immature individual has been 
observed, most probably breeds on Uyuz Lake. Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni) 

breeds In the village of Komi�ini and GOlbek. Both species are globally threatened. 

4. Fauna (excluding birds)

European Suslik (Spermophilus xanthoprymnus) has been frequently observed 
adjacent to the study area. Green Toad (Bufo viridis) and Marsh Frog (Rana 

rldibunda), two species of amphibia, have been Identified in and next to the lakes. 

5. Human actlvltes and nature conservation

The area is surrounded by agricultural fields. Most local people make dry
agriculture. Another important activity is stock-breeding mainly sheep but, to a 
lesser extent, cattle. 

The most Important problem facing the birds of these wetlands is illegal hunting. 
Local hunters and those from outside have been involved In several illegal hunting 
activities; according to reports by villagers and our own observations. Such illegal 
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hunting disturbs the existing waterfowl and probably plays an important role in 

decreasing the breeding success of some species. The hunting of Oxyura 

leucocephala, which is under strict protection throughout the world including Turkey 
is regrettable and reprehensible (IWRB 1990). The author observed that two male 

White-headed Ducks were shot on 1.6.91. The hunting occurs particularly round 

Uyuz Lake. 

In addition to hunting, reed cutting has a negative effect on both breeding and 
visiting (migrant) birds at Uyuz Lake. Some species, such as White-headed Duck, 

Moorhen, Water Rail, Coot, Marsh Harrier and Great Reed Warbler, are completely 

dependent on reeds for their breeding success. Absence of reed in the non

breeding season also dramatically affects visiting bird populations. The reeds are 

only harvested for local roofing so it is fortunate that in the last few years tiles have 

begun to subplant reeds for roofs. Finally farm animals have been observed to 
destroy the nests of some ground nesting waders near QOI Lake. 

At the present, there are no regulations for the preservation and the protection of 

the wild life in the vicinities of QOI Lake and YaQhOren Pool. But Uyuz Lake has 

been declared as a "First Degree Natural Site•. a top priority given to endangered 

areas, by the Ministry of Culture, Council for Protection of the Konya Cultural and 

Natural Assets on 1 July 1992. 

6. Bird-watching activity

Bird-watching activity has been scarce in the area, and most bird-watching has 

been restricted to daily visits. 
The wetland was visited by the author 19 times between April 1991 and July 

1993. Regular visits were paid between April 1991 and May 1992, with a few 

additional visits in June and July 1993. The area has been divided into a main and 

an auxiliary area. Most of the studies have been made around QOI and Uyuz Lakes, 

with a few visits to YaQhOren Pool. No published information has been found on 
either Uyuz Lake or YaQhOren Pool. 

It was planned to make regular winter counts in the winter 1991-92. However, 

since the wetlands in the region were frozen, only a few species were observed 
until October 1991, but none after October until March 1992. 

The list of bird watching activltes in date order are as follows; 

1969 17.11 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning 
16.12 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning 

1970 06.01 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning
25.01 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning
20.11 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning 

1971 10.01 L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning
22.11 L. J. Dijksen, F. Koning & J. Walmsley 
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1972 
1974 
1986 

1987 

1988 
1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 

14.12 
21.02 
09.03 
06.04 
17.07 
22.01 
29.06 
22.01 
06.06 
22.07 
07.01 
18.06 
07.04 
26.05 
31.05 
01.06 
08.06 
06.07 
11.07 
21.07 
06.10 
26.10 
21.12 
17.01 
28.03 
05.04 
11.04 
02.05 
09.05 
19.06 
02.06 
19.06 
03.07 
17.07 
24.07 

L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning 
L. J. Dijksen & F. Koning 
J. Berg et al. 
Ch. Husband et al. 
A. Webb, A. Brace, P. Morris & A. Thomas 
L. J. Dijksen & P. van der Wolf 
T.Lund 
L. J. Dijksen & A.-M. Blomert 
J. A. Hough, B. Lee, G. Sharrock & G. S. Smethurst
G. Kirwan & A. Martins 
L. J. Oijksen & A.-M. Blomert") 
A. Forsten & T. Numminen 
S. Karauz Ktrai;:, G. Magnin, M. Yarar & U. Ozesmi 
S. Karauz Ktrai;: & G. Kirwan 
G. Kirwan & G.Magnin 
S. Karauz Ktrai;: 
S. Karauz K1rai;:, H. Nijmeijer & U. Ozesml 
S. Karauz Kirai;: 
S. Karauz Kirai;: 
S. Karauz K1rai;: 
S. Karauz Kirai;: 
S. Karauz K1rai;: 
S. Karauz Ktrai;:
L. J. Dljksen & M. Klemann
S. Karauz K1rai;: 
S. Karauz Kirai;: 
S. Karauz Kirai;: 
S. Karauz K1rai;:, G. Kirwan & U. Ozesmi 
S. Karauz K1rai;: & U. Ozesmi 
A. Johnson, G. Magnln & U. Ozesmi 
S. Karauz Kirai;:, C. 0. Kirai;:, F. Yavuzdemir & K. Onder
0. Ozesml, 0. GOrgiin & T. Watts
S. Karauz Ktrai;
S. Karauz K1rai;: 
S. Karauz K1rai;: 

•) No birds have been observed during the mid-winter count performed in 1990 

winter. 

7. Hints for bird-watchers

This area can easily be reached by Ankara-Konya highway. It takes one hour 

from Ankara by car. Although there is no place to stay, you can find suitable 
grounds for camping around the lakes. 
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Ber 
DB = 
DK 
DKJe 
DKW = 
DW 
FN 
Hu 
HLSS = 
Klr = 
KKI 
KKO = 
KKYO 
KMY = 
KO 
KOMY = 
KON 
Lu = 

MK 
MO = 
MOHJ = 
0G 
Oz 
SOh 

WBMT 
Ya 

9. Abbreviations

J. Berg et al.
L. J. Dijksen & A.-M. Blomert
L. J. Dljksen & F. Koning
L. J. Dijksen & M. Klemann
L. J. Dljksen, F. Koning & J. Walmsley
L. J. Dljksen & P. van der Wolf
A. Forsten & T. Nummlnen
Ch. Husband et al.
J. R. Hough, B. Lee, G. Sharrock & G. S. Smethurst
G. Kirwan
S. Karauz Ktrac;: & G. Kirwan
S. Karauz Kirac;:, G. Kirwan & U. Ozesml
S. Karauz Ktrac;:, C. 0. K1rac;:, F. Yavuzdemlr & K. Onder
S. Karauz Ktrac;:, G.Magnin & M. Yarar
S. Karauz Ktrac;: & Uygar Ozesml
S. Karauz K1rac;:, U. Ozesml, G. Magnln & M. Yarar
S. Karauz Ktrac;:, H. Nljmeijer & U. Ozesml
T. Lund
G. Magnln & G. Kirwan
G. Magnln & U. Ozesmi
A. Johnson, G. Magnin & U. Ozesmi
U. Ozesmt & 0. GOrgOn
U. Ozesml
S. Karauz K1rac;:
R. Webb, R. Brace, P. Morris & R. Thomas
M. Yarar

• • Breeding has been confirmed
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10. Species List

Tschybaptus ruflcoflls• (little Grebe, K�0k Bata!)an) 
Breeding bird at Uyuz Lake. Breeding has been confirmed on 3.7.93 when an adult 

with two youg was observed and on 24.7.93 when 13 adults were seen together 

with their young (S0h). Otherwise low numbers during the breeding season (e.g. 10 

on 2.5.92, KKO, eight on 9.5.92, KO, seven on 31.5.91, MK, seven on 2.6.93, S0h). 
Numbers also low in autumn, e.g. seven on 6.10.91 and eight on 26.10.91. No 
winter records. 

Podlceps nlgrlco/118" (Black-necked Grebe, Kara boyunlu Bata�an) 

Breeding bird at both Uyuz and Qol Lakes with an estimated population of at least 
20-30 pairs. Breeding has been proved several times: 10 pairs with young plus 33

adults without young on 3.7.93, one pair with two young plus 30 adults on 6.7.91
and six females with young plus 15 adults on 21.7.91 at Uyuz Lake (S0h). At Q61

Lake, one adult with two young and another adult with four young on 3.7.93 (S0h).
Five pairs in courtship display at Uyuz Lake on 1.6.91.

Highest counts are 63 on 31.5.91 at Uyuz Lake (MK}, 51 on 2.5 and 52 on 9.5.92 

at Uyuz Lake (S0h}, >50 at QOI Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT}, >50 on 24.7.93 (S0h), 40 

on 17.7.93 (S0h), 32 on 2.6.93 (S0h), 25 on 26.5.91 (KKI) and 20 on 1.6.91 (S0h) 
at Uyuz Lake. 

No autumn and winter records. Earliest spring record is 15 at Uyuz Lake on 
5.4.92 (SOh). 

Phalacrocorax pygmeus (Pygmy Cormorant, K0�0k Karabatak} 
Two on Uyuz Lake on 21.7.91 (S0h) and one at Q0I Lake on 6.6.89 (HLSS) are the 
only records. 

Pelecanus onocrota/us (White Pelican, Ak Kutan) 
One on 6.6.89 (HLSS) is the only record. 

lxobrychus mlnutus (Little Bittern, K�0k Balaban) 
A female on Uyuz Lake on 31.5.91 (MK) Is the only record. 

Ardeola ral/oldes (Squacco Heron, Alaca Bahk�II 
Summer visitor with records In May and June: two at Ya!)h0ren Pool and two on 

Uyuz Lake on 2.5.92 (KKi), one on 9.5.92 (Suh), one on 2.6.93 (KKYO) and two on 

19.6.93 (OG} at Uyuz Lake. 
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Egretta garzetta (Little Egret, K09uk Ak Bahk91I) 
Summer visitor with records in May and June: two at Uyuz Lake on 9.5.92 (SOh), 
two at COi Lake on 8.6.91 (KON) and one at Uyuz and two at COi Lake on 2.6.93 
(Suh). 

Egretta alba (Great White Egret, Ak Bahk91I) 
One on 11.4.92 at Yaghoren Pool (Suh) is the only record. 

Ardea clnerea (Grey Heron, Gri Bahk�•I) 
One at Uyuz Lake on 21. 7.91, two at Yaghoren Pool on 11.4.92 (Suh), one at Uyuz 
Lake on 2.5.92 (KKI) and one at Uyuz Lake on 9.5.92 (Suh). 

Ardea purpurea (Purple Heron, Erguvani Bahk91I) 
Summer visitor with records from Uyuz Lake and Yaghoren Pool between April and 
June. At YaghOren Pool one on 11.4.92 (SOh) and two on 2.5.92 (KKO); at Uyuz 
Lake one on 9.5.92 and one on 2.6.93 (Suh). 

Platalea leucorodla (Spoonbill, Ka:,1kc1) 
The only record Is one at COi Lake on 6.6.89 (HLSS). 

Clconla nlgra (Black Stork, Kara Leytek) 
Summer visitor. One at COi Lake on 2.6.93 (SOh) and one feeding at Uyuz Lake on 
21.7.91 (SOh). 

Clconla clconla (White Stork, Leylek) 
Although courtship of some pairs has been observed, no other evidence for 
breeding of White Stork in the area has been found. An empty nest In Bezlrhane on 
the Ankara • Konya highway close to the study area in 1985 was mentioned by 
K1u<;: & KASPAREK (1989a). 

Observed mostly on the wet meadows around Col Lake. Large groups were 
observed between March and July: 200 around Uyuz Lake on 28.3.92 (SOh), 471 
on 26.5.91 (KKi), 150 at COi Lake on 6.6.89 (HLSS), 86 north of Col Lake on 8.6.91 
(SOh) and 150 at YaQhOren Pool on 11. 7.91 (SOh). Otherwise only single Individuals 
or groups less than 15 were present. While those birds recorded In March can be 
attributed to spring migration (for the phenology see K1u<;: & KASPAREK 1989b), 
those Individuals seen from May to July may be flocks of non-breeders. 
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Plegadls fa/clnellus (Glossy Ibis, Celtlk9i) 
Irregular visitor with records between April and July. At Col Lake 150 on 17.7.86 
(WBMT), five on 29.6.87 (Lu), one on 26.5.92 (KKi) and four on 1.6.91 (SOh); At 
YaQhoren Pool one on 11.4.92 (SOh) and one on 2.5.92 (KKO). At Uyuz Lake one 
on 2.5.92 (KKO). 

Phoenlcopterus ruber(Greater Flamingo, Flamingo) 
Regular visitor with up to some thousands between March and June. All records 
are from COi Lake. Maximum counts are 5500 on 17.7.86 (WBMT), 4000-5000 on 
6.4.86 (Hu), 1500 on 6.6.89 (HLSS), 1000 on 9.3.89 (Ber), >350 on 29.6.87 (Lu). 

331 on 2.6.93 (KKYO), 131 on 26.5.91 (SOh), 128 on 7.4.91 (KOMY), and 110 on 
3.7.93 (Suh). As the lake Is usually frozen in winter, only one winter record: two on 
10.1.71 (DK). No Flamingoes were seen in July and autumn 1991. 

Anser alblfrons (White-fronted Goose, Sakarca Kazi) 
Winter visitor. Maximum Is 14,000 on 20.11.70 (DK). Other counts are 9365 on 
17.11.69 (DK), 6050 on 6.1.70 (DK), 3200 on 22.1.87 (DW), 1800 on 22.1.88 (DB), 
102 on 10.1. 71 (DK) and 126 on 22.11. 71 (DKW) at COi Lake; >250 at COi Lake still 
on 6.4.86 (Hu) and 20 on the meadows east of COi Lake on 7.4.91 (MOY). A late 
record of four on 6.6.89 (HLSS). 

Anser anser (Greylag Goose, 8oz Kaz) 
Two were observed at COi Lake on 22.1.87 (DW), one on the meadows of COi Lake 
on 26.5.91 (KKI) and one at Uyuz Lake on 31.5.91 (MK). 

Anser sp. (Goose sp. Kaz sp.) 
A flock of 35 geese flying over Uyuz Lake on 6.10.91 and two at COi Lake on 
11.4.92 (SOh) were not specifically identified. 

Tadorna fe"uglnea• (Ruddy Shelduck, Ang1t) 
Breeding bird In small numbers and regular visitor sometimes In large numbers. 
Breeding season records Include 300 on 18.6.90 (FN), >150 on 29.6.87 (Lu), 56 at 
YaQhOren Pool on 2.5.92 (KKO), 150 at QOI Lake on 6.6.89 (MLSS), 57 at <;OI Lake 
on 8.6.91 (KON), >100 on 17.7.86 (WBMT) and 20 on 1.6.91 (SOh). 

Large concentrations In winter with maximum counts of 6,847 on 17.11.69 (DK), 
1,760 on 20.11.70 (DK), 1,296 on 6.1.70 (DK) and 233 on 10.1.71 (DK). Only one 
on 22.1.88 (DB) and one on 22.1.88 (DB). 
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Tadorna tadorna (Shell.luck, Suna) 
No evidence of breeding. All records are from COi Lake in autumn and winter. 209 
on 17.11.69, 190 on 6.1.70, 88 on 20.11.70, 12 on 10.1.71 (DK) and 16 on 22.1.87 
(OW). 

Anas pene/ope (Wigeon, Fiyo) 
Winter visitor. All records are from Col Lake. 1760 on 6.1.70, 470 on 10.1.71, 358 
on 17.11.69 (DK), 10 on 22.1.87 (OW) and 11 still on 2.5.92 (KKO). 

Anas strepera (Gadwall, BozOrdek) 
Three on 2.5.92 (KKi) and a female on 24.7.93 at Uyuz Lake are the the only 
records. 

Anas crecca (Teal, Camurcun) 
Records are from all lakes, but most of them refer to COi Lake. Largest 
concentration 10,486 at COi Lake on 17.11 .69. Otherwise e.g. at COi Lake 4,300 on 
22.1.87 (OW), 540 on 6.1.70, 10 on 20.11.70 (DK) and 40 on 22.11.71 (DKW). 
Some breeding season records (13 at Ya!)horen Pool on 11.4.92, SOh, a few at Col 
Lake on 17.7.86, WBMT, and six on 2.5.92 at Uyuz Lake, KKI) may Indicate 
breeding. 

Anas platyrhynchos• (Mallard, Ye�ilba!j) 
Breeding resident, especially numerous in earty winter. Records are from all lakes. 
Breeding has been proved on 17.7.93, when a female with four young was 
observed at Uyuz Lake and another with four young (plus 16 adults without young) 
at COi Lake (Suh). Numbers during breeding season are low, e.g. one pair at Uyuz 
Lake on 5.4.92, four at Col Lake, eight at Uyuz Lake and eight at YaOhOren Pool on 
11.4.92, two at Uyuz Lake and two at YaOhOren Pool on 2.5.92 (KKO), two at Col 
Lake on 9.5.92 (Suh), four at COi Lake on 18.6.90 (FN), two on 29.6.87 (Lu) and 
>30 at COi Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMn.

Maximum counts are 12,379 on 17.11.69, 1,800 on 22.1.87, 1,750 on 20.11.70,
and 920 on 6.1. 70, all at COi Lake (DK, OW).

Anas acuta (Pintail, K1IOrdek) 
Winter visitor; may well breed, although only three breeding season records: a male 
on 6.6.89 (HLSS) and two both on 2.5.92 (KKi) and 9.5.92 (Suh). All records from 
Col Lake. In winter 477 on 6.1.70, 10 on 10.1.71, 25 on 21.2.74 (DK) and 15 on 
22.1.87 (OW). 
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Ana• querquedu/a (Garganey, C1knky1n) 
Summer visitor which may breed. Records are from all lakes. At COi Lake two on 
17.7.86 (WBMT); at Uyuz Lake one each on 26.5.91 (KKi) and on 8.6.91 (KON) 
and two on 2.5.92 (KKO); at YaQhOren Pool three on 11.4.92 (SOh). 

Anas c/ypeata (Shoveler, Kepyel) 
Winter visitor with records from November to April. Maximum counts are 849 birds 
on 17.11.69, 880 on 6.1.70 and 500 at COi Lake on 20.11.70 (DK). 184 still present 
on the east side of Col Lake on 7.4.91 (MO). No observations during autumn and 
winter 1991/92 until March 1992. 15 at Uyuz Lake on 28.3.92, one pair at COi Lake 
on both 5.4 and 11.4.92 (Suh). 

Anatldae (unidentified) 
19,800 unidentified ducks on 17.11.69, 7,300 on 6.1.70, and 1,095 on 10.1.71 at 
Col Lake (DK). 200 on 18.6.90 (FN). 

Marmaronetta angustlrostrls (Marbled Teal, Yaz Ord90i) 
One at Uyuz Lake on 26.5.91 (Kl). The species probably breeds at nearby Kulu 
GOIO. 

Netta ruffna (Red-crested Pochard, MacarOrdek) 
Status uncertain. May breed. During the breeding season, six at Col Lake on 
18.6.90 (FN), two males at Uyuz Lake on 31.5.91 (MK), one pair and another adult 
at Uyuz Lake on 2.6.93 (Suh), a pair at Uyuz Lake on 19.6.93 (OG) and one pair 
(most probably always the same) regularly observed at Uyuz Lake on 5.4.92 (SOh), 
2.5.92 (KKO) and 9.5.92 (Suh). 400 at Col Lake on 6.1.70 (DK) is the maximum. 

Aythys ferlna• (Pochard, Elmaba�) 
Breeding resident. Courtship display of three pairs was noted on 1.6.91. Three 
males and a female with six chicks and a female with 10 chicks on 21.7.91 (SOh). 
Records during the breeding season include 23 on 2.5.92, 25 on 9.5.92, six males 
on 26.5.91 (KKJ), 39 on 31.5.91 (MK), 43 males and eight females on 1.6.91, 55 
males on 2.6.93 (KKYO), 80 on 19.6.93 (OG), 49 males and three females on 
8.6.91 (SOh). This may suggest an actual population of 20-30 pairs. 

The numbers remain low in the immediate post-breeding period, but rise in 
autumn. The maximum is 3,000 at COi Lake on 20.11. 70 (DK). Other records are all 
from Uyuz Lake. In spring, 100 birds on 28.3.92, 20 on 5.4.92 and 30 on 11.4.92. 

A male Pochard and two male White-headed Ducks were found shot by a hunter 
from KOmislnl village on 1.6.91. The hunter was interviewed and reminded that he 

II 



shot the Pochard outside the hunting season and the White-headed Ducks which 
are under protection. According to local villagers, some foreign hunters came to the 
region on 8.6.91 and did a lot of shooting at Uyuz Lake. It is possible that Pochard 
left Uyuz Lake because of the hunting pressure (Suh). 

Aythya nyroca• (Ferruginous Duck, Pasba� Dala�an) 
Summer visitor. Breeding was confirmed on 17.7.93, when three females with five, 
seven and nine young were seen and on 24.7.93 when three females with their 
young were observed at Uyuz Lake (Suh). Otherwise at Uyuz Lake one male on 
31.5.91 (MK), one female found dead shot by hunters on both 21.7.91 and 
26.10.91 (Suh), one pair on 5.4.92 (Suh), one pair plus a single individual on 9.5.92

(KO), four on 2.6.93 (Suh) and six on 19.6.93 (OG). 

Aythya fullgula (Tufted Duck, Tepeli Patka) 
Two on 28.3.92 (Suh), three on 2.6.93 (Suh) and a pair on 19.6.93 (OG). All 
records are from Uyuz Lake. 

Bucephala clangula (Goldeneye, Altingoz) 
80 at QOI Lake on 6.1.70 (DK) is the only record. 

Oxyura /eucocephala (White-headed Duck, Dikkuyruk) 
5-10 pairs are thought to breed in Uyuz Lake. In 1991, 20 males and seven females
on 26.5 (KKI), 1 0 males and two females on 31.5 (MK), six males on 1.6 (S0h), 16

males and four females on 8.6 (KON}, three males and two females on 6.7 and 12

males on 21.7.91 (Suh). In 1992, eight males and three females on 5.4, 1 o on 11.4

(Suh), four males and two females on 2.5 (KKO) and two pairs plus five males and
three females on 9.5 (Suh). In 1993, seven males, three females and an Immature
on 2.6 (KKYO), six males and two females on 19.6 (OG), three males and a female
on 3.7 (Suh), four males on 17.7 and three males on 24.7 (S0h).

All records from Uyuz Lake. White-headed Ducks have always been observed on 
the middle of the lake or behaving shyly at the inner edge of the reeds round the 
lake. 

As stated above two dead male White-headed Ducks shot by hunters were seen 
and photographed on 1.6.91. According to a hunter from K0mi�inl village the lake is 
shallow and does not have a soft muddy bottom, so one can easily wade across the 
lake and reach every point by walking. As a result one can hunt White-headed 
Ducks retrieving them from inside the reeds where they hide. 

The White-headed Ducks still inhabits the lake and probably breeds, although 
the hunting pressure is heavy. The observation of two pairs in courtship on 26.5.91,

the presence of up to 20 males (with a lower number of females) and the regular 
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presence during all visits to the lake within the period between May-July supports 
breeding at Uyuz Lake. 

Hallaeetus alblcllla (White-tailed Eagle, Deniz Kartah) 
One at QOI Lake on 25.1. 70 (DK) is the only record. 

Neophron percnopterus (Egyptian Vulture, M1s1r Akbabas1) 
One was observed at Ya!)h0ren Pool on 19.6.92 (MOJ). 

Clrcaetus galllcus (Short-toed Eagle, Y1lan Kartah) 
One at <;01 Lake on 31.5.91 (MK) and one of the light phase over Uyuz Lake on 
1.6.91 (S0h) are the only records. 

Circus aeroglnosus (Marsh Harrier, Saz Delicesi) 
Regularly present between March and October. It is thought that one pair breeds. 
Winter records are still missing. Records are from Uyuz Lake and Yag11oren Pool. 
At Uyuz Lake: one on 26.5.91 (KKi), a female on 31.5.91 (MK), one each on 1.6

and 8.6.91, two on 6.7.91, one each on 21.7.91 and on 6.10.91, three on 26.10.91,

one on 28.3.92, four on 5.4.92, two each on 11.4.92 (S0h) and on 2.5.92 (KKO), 
one pair 9.5.92, one pair on 2.6 and 24.7.93 (Suh). At <;01 Lake: one on 18.6.90

(FN); at Ya{lhOren Pool: two on 11.4.92 and two on 2.5.92 (Suh). 

Circus cyaneus (Hen Harrier, G0k Delice) 
A female on 17.1.92 (DKle) is the only record. 

Circus macrourus (Pallid Harrier, Bozkir Delicesi) 
One male observed flying over YaQhoren Pool on 2.5.92 (Kir) isa the only record. 

Circus pygargus (Montagu's Harrier, <;ayir Delicesi) 
Status uncertain. May breed. One pair observed flying over Q0I Lake on 26.5.91

(Kir), one adult male at <;01 Lake on 18.6.90 (FN) and one there on 29.6.87 (Lu). 

Acclplter nlsus (Sparrowhawk, Atmaca) 
One at Q0I Lake on 22.1.88 (DB) is the only record. 

Buteo buteo (Buzzard, $ahin) 
Rare species in the area. One at Ya{lh0ren Pool on 2.5.92 (KKO). 
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Buteo ruflnus (Long-legyed Buzzard, KIZII l;,ahin) 
Regular visitor. At Uyuz Lake: one on 22.1.88 (DB), one on 2.5.92 (KKO), one on 
9.5.92 (KO}, one on 1.6.91 (Suh) and three on 26.10.91 (Suh). At Qol Lake one on 
8.6.91 (Suh). 

Aquila chryssetos (Golden Eagle, Kaya Kartal1) 
Two recorded on 16.12.69 (DK} and one at <;:ol Lake on 22.11.71 (DKW). 

Hlerasetus pennstus (Booted Eagle, Kuvuk Kartal) 
One dark phase individual hunting over the steppes near Uyuz Lake on 2.6.93 

(Suh). 

Falco naumannf (Lesser Kestrel, Kuyuk Kerkenez) 
There are breeding colonies in both Komisini and Golbek villages. A total of 11 

pairs was recorded. 15 were seen on 28.3.92 in Komi�ini village (S0h). Three pairs 
with juveniles and five pairs in Komisini village on 3.7.93 (S0h), a pair feeding four 
young and a pair with a juvenile and a pair and two single males in Golbek village 
on 24.7.93 (S0h). Otherwise two at Qol Lake on 29.6.87 (Lu), four at <;:ol Lake on 
26.5.91 (KKi), five at <;:ol Lake and one at Uyuz Lake on 2.5.92 (S0h}, and one at 
Qol Lake on 9.5.92 (KKO). Earli�st two on 28.3.92.

Falco tlnnunculus (Kestrel, Kerkenez) 
Common in the area. 

Falco cofumbarlus (Merlln, Boz DoQan) 
Winter visitor. One at <;:ol Lake on both 22.1.88 (DB) and 17.1.92 (DKle). 

Falco cherrug (Saker, Ulu Do�an) 
One at Uyuz Lake on 26.10.92 (S0h) is the only record. 

Falco peregrlnus (Peregrine, DoQan) 
One seen while chasing an lsabelline Wheatear ( Oenanthe lsabellina) near Uyuz 

Lake on 24.7.93 (S0h). 

Perdlx perdlx (Partridge, Qil Keklik) 
1 o at Qol Lake on 17.11.69 (DK) is the only record. 
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Coturnlx coturnlx (Quail, B1ld1rcin) 

Summer visitor. May breed in the agricultural area around the lakes. One singing at 
Qol Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi}, two heard on 18.6.90 (FN) and two at Qol Lake on 
8.6.91 (S0h). 

Rat/us aquatlcus (Water Rail, Su K1lavuzu) 
Five at Uyuz Lake on 8.6.91 (KON} is the only record. 

Porzana parva (Little Crake, Benekli Yelve} 

Two females and two males at Uyuz Lake on 2.5.92 (KKO). This is the only record. 

Porzana pusll/a (Baillon's Crake, K0v0k Yelve} 
One at Uyuz Lake on 11.4.92 (S0h} Is the only record. 

Gal/lnufa chloropus (Moorhen, Saz Tavu/M 
Uncommon. A few pairs probably breed. All records are from Uyuz Lake. 1991: 

three on 31.5 (MK) and two on 8.6 (Suh); 1992: 1 0 on 2.5 (KKO) and 1 o on 9.5 

(Suh). 1993: three on 19.6 (OG), two on 3.7 and one on 24.7 (Suh). 

Fullca atra* (Coot, Sakarmeke) 

Breeding resident. At least 1 o pairs, probably 20-30 pairs seem to breed. Breeding 
was proved on 1.6.91 , when a female with young was observed, on 8.6.91 , when 
two females with their chicks were observed and on 3.7, 17.7 and 24.7.93 when 
around 100 adults, juveniles and young were recorded (Suh). During the breeding 
season, some 50 birds are regularly present at Uyuz Lake (e.g. on 28.3.92, 5.4.92, 

11.4.92, 2.5.92, 9.5.92, 1.6.91, 8.6.91, 21.7.91 ), but higher numbers e.g. 143 on 
31.5.91 (MK), 100 at Qol Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT), >150 at Uyuz Lake on 6.7.91 

(Suh}. 
The numbers during autumn are low, e.g. 10 in Uyuz Lake on 6.10.92 and 23 on 

26.10.91. 

Highest numbers were counted during winter 1969-70 when the water level was 
very high and the surface of the lake not frozen. 15,815 were then counted at Qol 
Lake on 17.11.69 and 14,240 on 6.1. 70 (DK). Absent in many years, when the lake 
is frozen. So, no observation during winter 1991/92. 

A Fulica stra chick was shot by hunters on 21.7.91 and an adult on 26.10.91 

(S0h). 

15 



Grus grus (Crane, Tuma) 
Two birds recorded on 17.11.69, two on 6.1.70 (DK), nine on 6.4.86 (Hu), two on 
26.5.91 (KKi), 15+ on 6.6.89 (HLSS), 18 on 17.7.86 (WBMT), and. All records from 
Qol Lake. The breeding season records may be birds from nearby breeding places. 

Otis tarda (Great Bustard, Toy) 
Two, sexes not noted, at Q61 Lake on 24.7.89 (KIRWAN & MARTINS, in prep.). 

H/mantopus hlmantopus· (Black-winged Stilt, Uzunbacak) 
At least two pairs breed in the area, but the actual breeding population may be 
considerably higher. Breeding was confirmed by a pair with two young on 11.7.91

(S0h), two juveniles in a group of 12 adults on 21.7.91 (S0h) and a pair with one 
young on 3.7.93 (Suh). 

Maximum counts are >1000 birds at Qoi Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT) and >200

birds on 29.6.87 (Lu). However, numbers are usually lower, e.g. five on 7.4.91

(KMY), 30 at Qol Lake on 11.4.92, 28 on 26.5.91 (KKi), six on 1.6.91, four on 8.6.91

(Suh), one on 31.5.91 (MK), 10 on 6.7.91, 20 on 11.7.91 at YaOhOren Pool (Suh), 
five at Uyuz and six at Qol Lake on 2.6.93 (KKYO). 

The records are from whole region. 

Recurvlrostra avosetta (Avocet, K1h9gaga) 
The Avocet breeds at Qcil Lake according to TQSV (1989), but actual records are 
lacking. A few pairs may breed, but confirmation is required. Spring and breeding 
season records include eight at Uyuz Lake on 28.3.92, seven at Uyuz Lake on 
5.4.92 (Suh), 131 on 7.4.91 (KMY), 1 oo at Qcil Lake on 11.4.92 (Suh), 11 on 
26.5.91 (KKi), 15 on 1.6.91 and six on 8.6.91 on the salt plains of QOI Lake (S0h). 
22 at Qcil Lake on 18.6.90 (FN) and 'common' on 6.6.89 (HLSS). After the breeding 
season, 2.2 at Qcil Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT) and 37 at Qcil Lake on 20.11.70 (DK). 

Burhlnus oed/cnemus (Stone Curlew, KocagOz) 
A few pairs seem to breed. 1-2 birds recorded on 6.4.86 at QOI Lake (Hu), two on 
6.6.89 (HLSS), at least 4 calling at Qol Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT) and three on the 
meadows north of Qol Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi). 

Charadrlus alexandrlnus• (Kentish Plover, K090k C1hb1t) 
Breeding bird. 10 adults with chicks at Qcil Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT), >80 at Qol 
Lake on 29.6.87 (Lu), two males and two females on 26.5.91, 15 on 6.6.89 (HLSS), 
nine on 8.6.91, one on 18.6.90 (FN) and > 10 on 11.7.91 (Suh). In the spring 1992

three on 11.4.92 (S0h), five on 2.5.92 (KKi) and 50 plus a female with a chick on 
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9.5.92 (KO). The records are from the salt plains of Qol Lake with courtship 
behaviour. In 1993 1 0 at Qol Lake on 2.6 (KKYO). The actual population seem to 
be 10-20 pairs. 

Charadrlus Jeschenault/1 (Greater Sand Plover, B0y0k C1hb1t) 
Apparently breeding bird. All records from Qol Lake. 16 birds, most of them 
juveniles, but also 2-3 non-breeding adults, were recorded on the northern edge of 
the lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT). 21 on 18.6.90 (FN), 42 on 29.6.87 (Lu), one on 7.4.91

(Ya) and three on the salt plains of Qol Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi). In spring 1992, six 
on both 2.5.92 (KKO) and 9.5.92 (KO). 

Vanel/us vanellus• (Lapwing, K1z Ku�u) 
Most of the records are from Qol Lake and only a few from Ya!)horen Pool and 
Uyuz Lake. Observed mostly on the salt plains around Qcil Lake. 

Breeding species. At least two, probably four pairs, breed here. Breeding was 
confirmed by a pair with an egg and another pair with their chick on 8.6.91, by a 
female with a chick and another female with two chicks on 11.4.92 and by two 
chicks on 3.7.93 (Suh). The population during the breeding season usually does 
not exceed 50 individuals, e.g. >50 at Qcil Lake on 29.6.87 (Lu), 19 at Qcil Lake on 
26.5.91, 18 at Uyuz Lake on 2.6.93 (KKYO), 10 at Qol Lake on 1.6.91, 10 at 
Ya!)hciren Pool on 11.7.91 and 10 at Qol Lake on 2.5.92 (Suh), but 128 at Qol Lake 
on 18.6.90 (FN).

In winter, 18 birds on 17.11.69, 70 on 6.1.70, seven on 20.11.70 (DK) and 36 on 
22.1.87 (OW) at Qol Lake. 

Calldrls alba (Sanderling, Ak Kumku9u) 
Two at Uyuz Lake on 6.10.91 (S0h) is the only record. 

Calldrls mlnuta (Little Stint, K090k Kumku9u) 
Migrant in May and June and again in October. Records are from Qcil and Uyuz 
Lakes. At Qol Lake two on 26.5.91 (KKi) and 18 on 6.6.89 (HLSS); at Uyuz Lake 16 

on 6.10.91, seven on 26.10.91 (Suh), one on 2.5.92 (Kir) and four on 9.5.92 (Oz). 

Phllomachus pugnax (Ruff, DOQ09kenku9) 
Records are from all three wetlands. Two on 17.11.69 at Qcil Lake (DK), >30 on 
6.4.86 at QOI Lake (Hu), four on 7.4.91 (KOMY), and one male on 21.7.91 at Q61 
Lake. In the spring 1992 28 on 28.3.92, 10 on 5.4.92 (Suh) and 50 on 2.5.92 at 
Uyuz Lake (KKO), 203 on 11.4.92 and 162 on 2.5.92 at Qol Lake and 50 on 11.4.92

(Suh), 65 on 2.5.92 (KKO) and 14 on 9.5.92 at Ya�horen Pool (Suh). 
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Ga/1/nago ga/1/nago (Snipe, Su <;ulluOu) 
Four on 17.11.69 (DK) and one on 9.5.92 (KO). Both were at y61 Lake.

Llmosa 1/mosa (Black-tailed Godwit, Balak yullu(lu) 
>30 at y6I Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT). This is the only record.

Numenlus arquata (Curlew, Kervan c;:unuQu) 
Two at c;:0I Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi). This is the only record. 

Trlnga erythropus (Spotted Redshank, Benekli K1z1lbacak) 
Five on 28.3.92 and two on 5.4.92 (SOh). Both of the records are from Uyuz Lake. 

Trlnga totanus• (Redshank, K1zllbacak) 
Breeding resident. One pair during breeding behaviour at Yai)hOren Pool (MOJ).

Numbers during the breeding season are usually low; at <;61 Lake: one on 29.6.87

(Lu), three on 26.5.91, 30 on 8.6.91 (SOh), one on 31.5.91 (MK), three on 11.4.92,

one on 9.5.92 and two on 11.4.92; at Uyuz Lake 10 on 6.7.91 and two on 2.5.92

(SOh); at Ya()hOren Pool four on 11.7.91 (Suh) and three on 2.5.92 (SOh). 

In winter: 20 on 17 .11.69, 1 O on 6.1. 70 and four on 20.11.70 (DK) all at yOI Lake.

Trlnga nebular/a (Greenshank, Ye�ilbacak) 
One at <;61 Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi) and one at Uyuz Lake on 8.6.91 (KON). 

Trlnga ochropus (Green Sandpiper, Ye�il DOdOk90n) 
All records are from Uyuz Lake. One on 8.6.91 (KON), a flock of 40 on 6.7.91, one
on 21.7.91 (SOh) and 32 on 28.3.92 (SOh). 

Trlnga glareola (Wood Sandpiper, Orman DOdOk90nO) 
Records are from all lakes between April and July. At c;:0I Lake >8 on 17.7.86

(WBMT) and one each on 6.6.89 (HLSS) and 2.5.92 (KKi). At Uyuz Lake a flock of

50 on 21.7.91 (SOh), one on 2.5.92 (KKI), one on 19.6.93 (OG). nine on 3.7.93 and

five on 24.7.93 (SOh). At YaQhOren Pool one both on 11.4.92 (SOh) and 2.5.92

(KKi). 

Actltls hypoleucos (Common Sandpiper, Dere DOdOk90nO) 
One at <;ol Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT), one at Uyuz Lake on 21.7.91 (SOh), 10 at c;:ot 
Lake on 2.5.92 (KKI) and three at Uyuz Lake on 24.7.93 (SOh). 
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Arenarl• lnterpres (Turnstone, Ta�9eviren) 
One at <;61 Lake on 26.5.91 (Kir) is the only record. 

Phalaropus /obatus (Red-necked Phalarope, K1z1lboyunlu Kumku�u) 
A flock of 98 on 6.6.89 (HLSS). 

Larus mel�n�phalus (Mediterranean Gull, Akdeniz Mart1sI)
23 (many Juveniles, but also 1 st winter and 1 st summer birds) at c;:0I Lake on 
17.7.86 (WBMT). 

Larus rldlbundus (Black-headed Gull, Karaba� Marti) 
Although there Is no direct evidence, the Black-headed Gull may breed In the area 
due to regular observations during the breeding season und juveniles in mid· 
summer. 

10 on 29.6.87 at c;:0I Lake (Lu), four on 31.5.91 (MK), six adults and 16 juveniles 
at 6.7.91 at Uyuz Lake (SOh). In 1992 37 on 28.3 and two on 5.4 at Uyuz Lake, four 
on 11.4 at Ya()hOren Pool ($Oh) and seven on 2.5 at y6I Lake (KKi). In 1993 two at 
Uyuz Lake and five at c;:0I Lake on 2.6 (KKYO), two at Uyuz Lake on 19.6 (OG), 11

at Uyuz Lake on 3.7, one there and two at c;:01 Lake on 23.7 (SOh). 

Gelochelldon nllotlca (Gull-billed Tern, GOien Sumru) 
:4-'though there Is no direct evidence, a few pairs of the Gull-billed Tern may breed 
in the area. The highest count was 30 birds comprising both adults and Juveniles at 
Uyuz �ke on 21.7.91 (SOh). Two each on 6.6.89 (HLSS) and 18.6.90 (FN). In 
1993, six at Uyuz and two at yOI Lake on 2.6 (KKYO), four adults and two Juveniles 
at Uyuz Lake on 3.7. (SOh), one at Uyuz Lake on 17.7 and three adults and two 
Juveniles at Uyuz Lake on 24.7 (SOh). 

Stems hlrundo (Common Tern, Sumru) 
Two at Uyuz Lake on 2.5.92 (KKO) and one at c;:01 Lake on 24.7.93 ($Oh) are the 
only records. 

Chi/don/as hybrldus (Whiskered Tern, B1y1kh Sumru) 
Summer visitor between April and July. At <;ot Lake >20 on 24.7.93 (SOh), 20 on 
6.6.89 (HLSS) and >10 on 17.7.86 (WBMT); at Uyuz Lake 17 on 3.7.93 (SOh), 14 

on 2.6.93 (KKYO), two on 19.6.93 (OG), two on 2.5.92 (KKO), two on 31.5.91 (MK), 
one on 24.7.93 (SOh), one on 11.4.92 (SOh) and one on 9.5.92 (KO)· at Ya0h6ren 
Pool two on 11.7.91 (SOh). 
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Chlfdonlas nlger (Black Tern, Kara Sumru) 

one at Uyuz Lake on 2.5.92 (KKO) and one there on 3.7.93 (Suh) are the only

records. 

Chlfdonlas /eucopterus (White-winged Black Tern, Akkanath Sumru) 
Summer visitor with records between May and July. Maximum counts are 70 at 
Uyuz Lake on 9.5.92 (KO), 55 on 2.5.92 (KKO) and >50 at Uyuz Lake on 24.7.93 
(S0h). Otherwise only small numbers. 

Pterocles or/entails (Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Bag1rtlak) 
Apparently breeding in the surrounding area. Four on 6.4.86 (Hu), 14 on 17.7.86 
(WBMT), two on 29.6.87 (Lu), two on 28.3.92 and two on 2.6.93 (S0h) at c;:01 Lake 
and 26 on 2.5.92 at vaghOren Pool (KKO). In winter 300 on 17.11.69 (DK), 12 on 
20.11.70 (DK) and 49 on 22.11.71 (DKW). 

Co/umba /Iv/a (Rock Dove, Kaya Guvercini) 
Common in the area. 

Cuculus canorus (Cuckoo, Guguk Ku�u) 
One at c;:01 Lake on 1.6.91 (Suh) is the only record. 

Athene noctua (Little Owl, Kukumav) 
At c;:01 Lake one on 22.1.88 (DB) and one on 8.6.91 (KON). 

Apus apus• (Swift, Karasagan)

common at Uyuz Lake and K0mislni village in summer with a maximum of 500 on

21.7.91. Nests have been seen at K0mi�ini village (Suh).

Caprlmutgus europaeus (Nighjar, <;:obanaldatan) 
A dead individual was found near <;:OI Lake on the village road on 3.7.93 (Suh). 

Merops aptaster(Bee-eater, Anku�u) 
One around c;:01 Lake on 2.5.92 (KKO). 

Corse/as garrulus (Roller, G0kkuzgun) 
Seen rarely on the road west of Col Lake. 
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Upupa epops (Hoopoe, lbibik) 
Two around Uyuz Lake on 24.7.93 (Suh). 

Melanocorypha calandra· (Calandra Lark, B�makh Toygar) 
Common in the area with the highest count of more than 1000 at c;:0I Lake on 
26.10.91 (Suh). Many Juveniles around c;:01 Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT). 

Metanocorypha blmaculata (Bimaculated lark, Kuc;:Ok bogmakh T oygar) 
Two at Uyuz lake on 1.6.91 (S0h). 

Catandrelfa brachydactyla (Short-toed lark, K1sa parmakh Toygar) 
Regular but scarce in the area. Many individuals at c;:o1 Lake on 6.4.86 (Hu), three 
recorded at c;:01 lake on 7.4.91 (MO), four at c;:0I lake on 26.5.91 (KKI), one at c;:0I 
lake on 1.6.91 (Suh), one at c;:01 Lake on 8.6.91 (KON), one at Uyuz lake on 
21.7.91 (Suh), three at c;:o1 Lake on 11.4.92 (Suh), two at Ya!)h0ren Pool on 19.6.92 
(MOJ). 

Calandrelfa rufescen.- (lesser Short-toed lark, c;:orak Toygan) 
Breeding resident. Breeding was confirmed by family parties with fledged young on 
3.7.93 and 24.7.93 (S0h). Also song flight of males and courtship display was 
obserted in the area. 

During the breeding season e.g. 'many' on 17.7.86 (WBMT), >100 on 2.5.92 
(KKI), 100 on 9.5.92 (KO) and at least 100 on 2.6.93 (S0h) at c;:01 lake; at Uyuz 
lake, one on 1.6.91 (S0h); at YaghOren Pool two on 19.6.92 (MOJ). In winter e.g. 
20 at c;:01 Lake on 16.12.69 (DK). 

Galerlda crlstata (Crested Lark, Tepeli Toygar) 
Common in the area. 

Atauda arvensls (Sky Lark, Tarla Ku�u) 
Apparently breeding bird. Highest numbers at c;:0I Lake •many• on 6.4.86 (Hu) and 
>25 on 29.6.87 (Lu); at Yagh0ren Pool 10 on 11.4.92 and a few on 2.5.92 (S0h).
Winter visitor with >10 on 22.1.88 (DB) and 15 on 17.1.92 (OKle)

Eremophlfa alpestrls (Shore lark, Kulakh Toygar) 
A flock of 60 at Uyuz Lake on 21.12.91 (KO) is the only record. 
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Ripar/a rlpar/a (Sand Martin, Kum K1rlang1c1) 
A flock of at least 150 on 26.5.91 (KKi), 1000 on 31.5.91 (MK) and 170 on 1.6.91,

>100 on 2.5.92 (KKO), 100 on 9.5.92 (Suh) and 100 on 2.6.93 (KKYO) at Uyuz
Lake. 20 over the meadows north to Col Lake on 1.6.91 (Suh) and 50 at Yaghoren
Pool on 17.7.93 (Suh).

Hlrundo rust/ea (Swallow, K1r K1rlang1c1) 
Scarce visitor to both Col and Uyuz Lakes. 

Anthus campestrls (Tawny Pipit, K1r lncirku�u) 
Apparently migrant and breeding bird. The records are: Two on 11.4.92 (Suh), one 
on 26.5.91 (Kir), one on 6.6.89 (HLSS) and three on 18.6.90 (FN) and at Col Lake. 

Anthus cervlnus (Red-throated Pipit, K1z1lgerdan lncirku�u) 
Passage migrant during spring migration. One at Ya0hOren Pool on 11.4.92 (Suh), 
> 100 at COi Lake on 2.5.92 (KKO). A week later, on 9.5.92, only two were recorded
(Suh).

Motacl/la f/ava feldegg" (Yellow Wagtail, San Kuyruksalhyan) 
It has been observed commonly at Col and Uyuz Lakes and at Yaghoren Pool. 
Breeding was confinned at Uyuz Lake by the observations of juveniles on 6.7.91

and on 21.7.91 (Suh). 
Motacllla f. thunberglwas observed around Uyuz Lake In small numbers. 

Motacl/la alba (White Wagtail, Ak kuyruksalhyan) 
A rare visitir to the area. 

Erlthacus rubecu/a (Robin, K1z1I Gerdan) 
One near Uyuz Lake on 26.10.91 (S0h) is the only record. 

Oenanthe Isabel/Ina" (lsabelline Wheatear, Boz Kuyrukkakan) 
Summer visitor. 15 birds, including juveniles, around Col Lake on 17.7.86 (WBMT) 
and >50 birds Including many Juveniles there and 30 birds including juveniles 
around Ya�h0ren Pool on 24.7.93 (S0h). Fairly common In summer but rare in 
other seasons (S0h). 

Oenanthe oenanthe (Wheatear, Kuyrukkakan) 
A scarce visitor to the area. 
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Mont/co/a saxat/11s (Rock Thrush, Kaya Ard1c1) 
One on 9.5.92 at Col Lake (Suh) is the only record. 

Acrocepha/us melanopogon (Moustached Warbler, B1y1kh Saz B0lb0I0) 
10 on 2.5.92 (KKO) and two on 9.5.92 (S0h) at Uyuz Lake. 

Acrocephalus sclrpaceus (Reed Warbler, Saz Bulbul0) 
A rare visitor to the Uyuz Lake. 

Acrocephalus arundlnaceus• (Great Reed Warbler, Buy0k Saz B0lb0I0) 
Breeding species. Many young at Uyuz Lake on 21.7.91 (S0h) and again many 
young at Ya!)hOren Pool on 19.6.92 (MOJ). Fairly common at Uyuz Lake in spring 
and summer 1991, but only rarely seen at Uyuz Lake in spring 1992.

Phylloscopus troch/lus (Willow Warbler, G�men Sog0t B0lb0I0) 
A rare visitor to the area. 

Musclcapa strlata (Spotted Flycatcher, Benekli Slnekkapan) 
One at Uyuz Lake on 6.10.91 (S0h). 

Panurus blarmlcus (Bearded Tit, Biyikh Ba�tankara) 
A scarce visitor to Uyuz Lake. 

Lanius collurlo (Red-backed Shrike, K1zds1rth Oromcekku�u) 
One female at COi Lake on 26.5.91 (KKi). 

Lanius minor (Lesser Grey Shrike, Karaahnh Oromcekku�u) 
One at Uyuz Lake on 31.5.91 (MK) and a male at Col Lake on 26.5.92 (S0h). 

Pica pica (Magpie, Saksagan) 
Rare visitor to the area. A juvenile near GOlbek village on 17. 7 .93 (S0h).

Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax (Chough, K1z'ilgagah Oa� Kargas1) 
Two above Uyuz L::ike on 2.5.92 (Kir) is the only record. 

Corvus monedula (Jackdaw, K0y0k Karga) 
Scarce spring and summer visitor. 
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Corvus frugflegus (Rook, Ekin Kargas1) 
50 around Uyuz Lake on 3.7.93 (SOh), 30 on 11.7.91 and 14 on 2.5.91 at Qol Lake 
(SOh) are the only records. They may suggest breeding somewhere in the 
surroundings of the study area. Breeding colonies are not known from this region 
(KASPAREK 1989), but birds are also regularly seen in the nesting season around 
Kulu, thus suggesting breeding somewhere. 

Corvus corone corn/x(Hooded Crow, Le� Kargas1) 
Rare summer and winter visitor. 

Sturnus vulgarls (Starling, S10irc1k) 
Rare near human settlement. 

Passer domestlcus (Sparrow, Serye) 
Common around human settlements. 

Passer hlspanlolensls (Spanish Sparrow, sogOt Seryesl) 
Four in KOmlslnl village on 19.6.93 (OG) is the only record. 

Cardue/1s cannablna (linnet, Katen Ku�u) 
> 1 O at QOI Lake on 22.1.88 (DB) Is the only record.

Rhodopechys sangulnea (Crimson-winged Finch, Alamecek) 
15 at COi Lake on 14.12. 72 (DK) is the only record. 

Emberlza schoenlclus (Reed Bunting, Balak Klrazku�u) 
Three at Uyuz Lake on 26.10.91 (SOh). 

Emberlza melanocephala (Black-headed Bunting, Karaba�h Klrazku�u) 
Common summer visitor. 

MIiiar/a calandra (Corn Bunting, Ekin Kirazku�u) 
Common summer visitor. 
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Ozet (Turkish summary) 

1. Bolge ve cografik durumu

Qah$1lan bOlge, Ankara'nin yakla$1k 80 km. gOneylnde ve Ankara-Konya
Karayolu'nun bat1s1nda yer almaktad1r. BOlgede s1g bir tuz gOIO (COi GOIO) ve iki 
tathsu gOIO (Uyuz GOIO ve YaghOren BatakhQ1) bulunmaktadir. Beige, Orta 
Anadolu'ya OzgO tuz dOzlOkleri ve step ozelliklerini gOstermektedir. 

Bu raporda QOI GolO olarak verilen yer, bazI ornltologlarin yay1nlannda GOlbek 
GOIO olarak geymektedir (Ornegin, DIJKSEN & WOLF 1987, DIJKSEN & BLOMERT 1988). 
Ancak arazl yah$malanm1z sIras1nda, yerel halk tarafmdan bu gOle, QOI GOIO 
denildiOi anla$1lm1�11r (haritaya bak). 

Take ve Karaca Daglan aras1ndakl dOzlOkte yer alan Col GOIO'nOn koordlnatlarl 
39'12'K • 32'45'D'dir. Uyuz GolO, KOmi$ini KoyOnden 2 km. uzakhkta olup COi 
GOIO'nOn 90ney-batIsmda yer almaktadir. Uyuz GOIO bozuk bir yolla <;(>I GOIO'ne 
baOlant1hd1r ve arada bir tepe oldugundan Uyuz GOIO, QOI GolO'nO gOrememektedir. 
Aynca QOI GOIO'nOn batIsmda bir ba$ka sulak alan olan YaghOren Batakh01 
bulunmaktadir. Yerel halkm blr k1sm1 bu sulak alana "YaOhOren• demektedir. 

2. BOlgenln Genel Tan1m1

Yerel halk tarafmdan Altmyanak veya KuruyOI olarak da lslmlendlrilen <;(>I GOIO,
600 ha. bOyOklOgOnde ve 1050 m. yOksekli{linde s10 blr tuz gOIOdOr. <;(>I GOIO'nO, 
gOneyindekl ve do{lusundakl pmarlar ile Karaca DaO'dan galen dereler 
beslemektedlr. GOIOn genl§lemesi sonbahar ve k1$ yag1�lanyla saOlanmakta, yazm 
lse gOIOn blr k1sm1 kurumaktad1r. GolOn derinligi 1 m.'yi g�memektedir (bak TCSV 
1989). yal GOIO'nOn yevreslnde tuz dOzlOkleri bulunmaktadir. Bundan dolayI gOI 
yevresinde bitkl y8$itliligl azd1r. BOlgede yoklukla tuzluluga dayanikh Salicomia 
prostrata tOrO bitki bulunmaktad1r. GOI yevresinde yaygm olarak tarla slncab1, 
Spermophllus xanthoprymnus, gOzlenmektedir. 

1000 m. uzunlugunda ve 100-150 m. geni$liginde olan Uyuz GOIO'nOn yOksekligi 
1185 m.'dir. GOide saz (Pharagmites) ve seyrek olarak da Schoenoplectus tOrO bitki 
toplulu{lu bulunmaktad1r. Bu bitki topluluklannm yOksekli{li 1·4 m. arasmda 
degl�mektedlr. GOIOn dibl sert ve derlnll{li 1.6 m. yl geymemektedir. Aynca gOI 
1974-76 ylllannda tamamen kurumu�tur. GOI gOneylndekl kOyOk bir pmarla 
beslenmektedir. GOI su seviyesi, sonbahar ve kl� yagi§lanyla yOkselmektedlr ve 
yay1rl1k olan yOk az bir kIsmI dI�1nda, tamamen tanm alanlanyla yevrilidir. GOide 
kurbaga tOrlerl olarak, Bufo vlridis ve Rana ridibunda kaydedilmI$tlr. Uzunlugu 700 
m. genl�li0I 300 m. ve yOksekllgi 1070 m. olan Ya{lhOren Batak1101, yok kOyOk ve s19
blr lath su gOIOdOr. GOide gOrOlen saz topluluklannm bir k1smI da Typha cinsi
sazlardan olu$maktadlr. Celtek ve GOlbek KOylerinin ballsmda yer almaktadir.
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3. Bolgenln Ornltolojlk Oneml

Bolge, ilkbahar ve erken yaz donemi boyunca Oreyen ve konaklayan ku$ tOrleri
ay1smdan bOyOk oneme sahiptir. <;ah$ma, ikl ana ve bir yard1mcI alana aynlarak, 
toplam 19 kU$ gozlem faaliyeti yap,larak geryekle$tirilmistir. Qol ve Uyuz Golleri 
dOzenli olarak yalt$tlm1$, YaOltOren Bataklt01'na ise sadece blr kay kez gldilmI$1ir. 
Bolge, Nisan'91 - May1s'92 tarlhleri arasmda dOzenli olarak yalt§1lm1$, ancak 
Haziran-Temmuz'93 donemlerinde ise bolgeye bir kay kez gldilmi$1ir. BOlgede 
toplam tor saytst 133 olarak tesplt edilml§tir. 

1991-1992 K,$ DOnemi boyunca, bolgedeki bO!On golfer dondugundan beklenen 
kl$ sayImI sonucu geryekle$memI$tir. Ekim'91 de yaptlan kt§ say,mlannda sadece 
bir kay yagmurcun tOrO tespit edilmi$tir. Daha sonra yagmurcunlar, gollerin 
tamamen donmas1 lie Arahk'91 de bolgeyi terketmi$Ierdir. Bunun sonucunda 
yah$ina, Mart'92 ye kadar yapIlamam1$!1r. 

Beige ilkbahar ve sonbahar gaylerinde yaOmurcunlar ve su ku$Ian �in onemli 
konaklama alarnd1r. Kt§tn; 14000 Sakarca Kaz, Anser albifrons, Suna Tadoma 

tadoma, Angit Tadoma ferruginea, <;amurcun Anas crecca, Kil Kuyruk Anas acuta, 

Ye$ilba$ Anas platyrhynchos, Ktz KU$U Vanellus • vanellus, dOdOkyOnler ve 
yagmurcunlar kaydedilmi$1Ir. llkbaharda ise; K1hygaga Recurvirostra avocetta, Uzun 
Bacak Himantopus himantopus, Ba91rtlak Pterocles orientalis bolgede kuluykaya 
yatmaktadir (TQSV 1989). Uyuz GolO ve YaOltoren Batakhg1 lie ilgill yaymlanm1§ her 
hangi blr yayIna rastlanmam1$t1r. 

Uyuz ve QOI Golleri, belir1I su ku$Ian tarafmdan llkbahar ve yaz gayleri boyunca 
beslenme ve Oreme alant olarak kullantlmaktadtr. BOlgede Oreyen Onemli t0r1er 
$Unlard1r; Tachybaptus ruficollis (10 yift), Podiceps nigricol/is (en az 12 yift), Anas 

platyrhynchos (2 yift), Aythya ferrina (2 yift), Aythya nyroca (3 yift), Falco naumanni 

(11 yift), Fu/ica atra (en az 10 yift), Himantopus himantopus (en az 2 yift), 
Charadrius a/exandrinus (en az 1 yift), Acrocepha/us arundinaceus ve Motacilla 
flava fe/degg. Aynca Uyuz GolO'nde Oxyura /eucocephala (5-10 yift) da Oreme 
davrant$1 gOzlenerek bOyOk olasI1tkla Oredlgi d0$0n0Imektedlr. 

Sulak alanlann kOyOk olmas, ve yazm bir ktsmmm kurumast, belir1I ve az say1da 
su ku$unun bOlgeyl sec;mesine neden olmaktad,r. 91' Vaz ortalannda QOI GolO'nOn 
bOyOk bir k1sm1mn kurumas,yla bOlgede bulunan yo�u su ku�unun alant terkettlgl 
gozlenmI$tir. Sadece Himantopus himantopus ve Charadrius alexandrinus 1991 
yaz dOneminde bolgede kalmt§tir. H. himantopus, Tringa totanus, ve V. vanellus 

gibl bazt su ku§lannm bOlgeye yakmhgmdan dolayt Uyuz ve YaghOren GOllerini 
kulland1g1 gOzlemlerle ortaya ytkmt§ltr. Phoenicopterus ruber ve Recurvirostra 
avocetta ise yazm bolgeyi terketmektedir. 

QOI ve Uyuz Golleri, ilkbahar gayO ve yaz doneminde baz, su ku$1an tarafmdan 
beslenme, Oreme ve konaklama alan1 olarak kullantlmaktadtr. Bu y8h$mada 
bolgede gozlenen gaymen turler ise §Unlard1r; Ciconia ciconia (maksimum 471 ), 
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Phoenicopterus ruber (maksimum 5500), Recurvirostra avosetta (maksimum 131), 
Philomachus pugnax (maksimum 203), Anthus cervinus (maksimum > 100). 

DOnyada nesli tehlike altinda olan (IWR� 1990) ve bolgede muhtemelen Oreyen 
Dikkuyruk, Oxyura leucocephala ve koloni halinde Oreyen KOyOk Kerkenez, Falco 

naumanni lle Avrupa'da say1lan yOk azalm1§ Leylek, Ciconia ciconia ve AngItIn, 
Tadorna ferruginea bOlgedeki var1101 bu bolgenin onemini vurgulamaktad,r. Aynca 
dikkuyrugun 91'11kbahar/yaz, 92'11kbahar ve 93'Yaz dOneminde Uyuz GolO'nde 
gozlenmesi, bu tOrOn ilkbahar ve yaz doneminde bOlgeyi tercih ettiOinl 
gostermektedir. 

4. lnsan Etklnllklerl ve BOlgenln Koroma StatOsil

Tanm alanlan ile yevrili olan bolgede, yore insant geyimini kuru tanmla
saOlamaktad1r. Agtr11kl1 olarak bolgede bugday, arpa, nohut ve merclmek ve aynca 
az da olsa ayyiyeQI, mIsIr ve klmyon ziraatleri yapIlmaktad1r. Diger blr geyim 
kayna01 da hayvanc1ltkt1r. 

Tilm bu sulak alanlann omitolojik ay1dan en onemli sorunu kanunsuz avc,ltktir. 
Yore halk1ntn belirttigl Ozere, yore halk1 ve yevre illerden galen avcIlar bOlgede 
yogun ve usulsOz olarak avlanmaktad1r. <;a11$ma boyunca bOlgede av sezonu 
dI§tnda avlanma gOzlenml§tlr. Bu durum, bOlgede Oreyen baz, su ku§lanrnn Oreme 
ba$artsm1 azalt1c1 bir rol oynamaktad,r. Ozellikle Uyuz GOIO'nde, TOrkiye'de ve 
dOnyada koruma alt,na allnmI§ Dlkkuyrugun OldOrOlmesl OzOcO ve d0$0ndOrOcOdOr. 

Uyuz GOIO'nde avcihltktan ba§ka, buradaki Oreyen ve barman ku$ tOrlerini 
olumsuz yOnde etkileyen blr olayda saz kesimldir. Ba§ta Dikkuyruk olmak Ozere 
baz, su ku$Ianrnn Oreme ve bannma ba$ans1 tamamen bu sazltklara baOltdir. Zaten 
yok kOyOk blr sulak alan olan Uyuz GolO'nde ayrn oranda yok az sazhk alan 
bulunmaktad,r. KOylOler sazlan sadece evlerinin yat,lannt Ortmek amac,yla 
kesmektedir. Son ydlarda klremlt yat, kullan,lmas,na ve bundan delay, saz kesiminin 
azalmasma ragmen bu durum bOlgede bulunan ku§lar iyin olumsuz bir etkendir. 
Aynca yerde yuva yapan baz, ku$ tOrlerinin yuvas, yOrede bulunan evcil hayvanlar 
tarafmdan bozulmaktad1r. 

Qol GolO ve YaOhOren Batakh(j1 hiy bir koruma statOsO bulunmamaktad,r. Uyuz 
Golu ise; 1 Temmuz'92 tarihinde, KOl!Or Bakanhg, Konya KOltOrel ve Do�al Varhklan 
Koruma Kurulu tarafIndan, I.Derecede DoOal SIT Alam olarak ilan edilmi§tir. 
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