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Abstract. A new and significant extension to the known range of the Yellow Spotted Newt, 
Neurergus microspilotus (Nestorov, 1917), in the northwest of Iran is described. Two adults and 
two larvae of N. microspilotus were collected from a new locality near Mahabad in West Azerbai-
jan province. The species was found at an altitude of 1833 m a.s.l., which is higher than previ-
ously known sites.  
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Introduction 
The genus Neurergus comprises four species: N. crocatus Schmidt, 1952, N. strauchii Stein-
dachner, 1887, N. microspilotus (Nestorov, 1917) and N. kaiseri Schmidt, 1952, which occur 
in Anatolian Turkey, north- and south-western Iran and northern Iraq. All these species have 
restricted distributions and their distribution areas do not appear to overlap. N. microspilotus 
was described from the Avroman Mountains on the border between Iran and Iraq by 
NESTEROV in 1917. It is distributed in the southern part of Kordestan Province and the north-
ern part of Kermanshah Province (LEVITON et al. 1992, IUCN 2010) where it is known from 
five streams. It may now be restricted to only four localities in the mid-Zagros region, as it is 
probably extinct at the type locality of Ghorighaleh (SHARIFI & ASSADIAN 2004).  

Neurergus microspilotus has been categorised as “Critically Endangered” by the IUCN 
(2010). Its red list status stresses the importance of studying the ecological characteristics of 
this species in order to formulate appropriate management and conservation strategies. Here 
we present a new locality and some preliminary data on the characteristics of the water 
chemistry in the breeding habitat of the Yellow Spotted Newt.  

Material and methods 
Four specimens; 2 adults (�) and 2 larvae, were collected in a spring near Mahabad Town 
(36°33’N, 45°31’E) on 16 July 2009. Four field surveys were carried out in the period between 6 
and 31 July 2009, both by day and by night. Night searching was done with a flash light. The 
study area is situated near a small village called Bengun in the northwest of Iran, in the south of 
West Azerbaijan Province, southwest of Mahabad town and located in the north Zagros Moun-
tains. After finding these specimens, local people were interviewed in order to obtain information  
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